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	 We are pleased to present the 2011 
Annual Report of the Connecticut Bar 
Foundation.  During the year, the Foun-
dation continued to experience both 
positive growth and great challenges in 
this difficult economic environment. 
	 Funding for legal services from 
Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts, 
Judicial Branch Grants-in-Aid, and 
Court Fees Grants-in-Aid have not 
kept pace with the increasing needs of 
low-income people for legal assistance. 
Connecticut’s legal aid programs help 
victims of domestic violence, children 
with disabilities, elderly people facing 
collection agencies and nursing home 
problems, tenants facing homelessness 
as a result of the foreclosure actions 
against their landlords, people with 
disabilities seeking federal support, 
and many more legal problems. These 
programs have lost 22.40% of legal 
aid lawyers since 2008, and those staff 
members who remain have taken cuts 
in their benefits, numerous unpaid 
furlough days, and made other sacrifices. 
The need for legal services is at an all 
time high during these very difficult 
economic times, and the Foundation 
continues to work with the Executive 
Branch, the Legislative Branch, and 
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the Judicial Branch, as well as lawyers 
and banks to identify new and increased 
revenue. 
	 The James W. Cooper Fellows con-
tinue to plan and implement Foundation 
programs.  In addition to the Limited 
Scope Representation and the Judicial 
Independence Symposia held at Quin-
nipiac University School of Law, the 
Fellows supported the Truancy Interven-
tion Project expansion, the Juries and 
Justice Symposium, the Russian Rule of 
Law project, and the development of the 
Connecticut Innocence Fund. The an-
nual essay contest provides high school 
students with an opportunity to explore 
issues pertaining to the rule of law and 
was named in honor of Yale Law School 
Professor Quintin Johnstone.  
	 Our thanks go to the James W. 
Cooper Fellows who continue their 
commitment to the Foundation’s 
mission through increased financial 
support and involvement in Fellows’ 
projects.  We are grateful for the work 
of the 33 members of the Fellows 
and Education Program Committee 
(FEPC), and the leadership, enthusi-
asm, and dedication of Fellows Chair 
Dean Brad Saxton and FEPC Chair 
Bill Logue are an inspiration to all.

	 The number of people volunteer-
ing on Foundation activities continues 
to increase.  Our special thanks go to 
Peter Arakas, Andrea Barton Reeves, 
William Clendenen, Professor Jeffrey 
Meyer, Judge Raymond Norko, Tim 
Shearin and Judge Jonathan Silbert 
for serving as chairs of these activi-
ties, and to the numerous participants 
who made these programs so success-
ful.  We also thank the Quinnipiac 
University School of Law for hosting 
our programs, and we express our 
gratitude to all Board members for their 
continuing commitment.  We thank 
Hugh Macgill, Toni Smith-Rosario, 
Kate Stith, and Bill Trachsel for their 
service on the board and welcome 
new board members Larry Fox, Doreen 
Fundiller-Zweig, and Joe Santos.  We 
also thank Chief Justice Chase Rogers, 
the Judicial Branch, and the leadership 
of the Connecticut Bar Association for 
their support of the Foundation and 
legal services.
	 And finally, we convey our 
sincere appreciation to the outstand-
ing Foundation staff for their tire-
less efforts, valuable contributions, 
and dedication during this period of 
increased activity. 
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In light of the precipitous drop in 
funding from IOLTA revenues, 
which historically had been a 
cornerstone of funding for Con-
necticut’s legal services organiza-
tions, it has become increasingly 
important to fill in the gap from 
other funding sources.  A cy près 
award can serve as such a source 
and can make an enormous dif-

ference in our state’s legal services organizations’ ability 
to advocate on behalf of Connecticut’s vulnerable and 
low-income residents.

Ingrid L. Moll, Chair
Grantmaking Committee

Cy Près Technology Grant
The Foundation received $72,517 in funding for 
legal services from cy près awards during 2011.  
Combined with cy près awards received in 2009 
and 2010, the Foundation was able to award a 
grant to maintain and improve the website www.
ctlawhelp.org, developed by the Connecticut Net-
work for Legal Aid, a group of IOLTA grantees.

Law School Scholarships
Quinnipiac University School of Law, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut School of Law, and Yale Law 
School each received $10,000 from the Connecti-
cut Bar Foundation’s IOLTA Law School Scholar-
ship Program to provide scholarships to Connecti-
cut law students demonstrating financial need.

Grants 	 Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts/Interest on Trust Accounts (IOLTA/IOTA)
	 Judicial Branch Grants-in-Aid (JBGIA), Court Fees Grants-in-Aid (CFGIA)

Legal Services Providers	 IOLTA/IOTA	 JBGIA	 CFGIA	 GRANTS PAID 	
	 			  			 
AIDS Legal Network for Connecticut	 $	 27,200	 $	 9,286	 $	 52,930	 $	 89,416
provides legal assistance to low-income 
people with HIV/AIDS

Center for Children’s Advocacy	 $	 86,800	 $	 29,643	 $	 168,921	 $	 285,364
provides legal advice to poor children statewide

Children’s Law Center	 $	 49,200	 $	 16,799	 $	 95,749	 $	 161,748
provides representation to poor children in Hartford, 
New Haven, Tolland, and Windham Counties

Connecticut Fair Housing Center	 $	 51,600	 $	 17,621	 $	 100,418	 $	 169,639
represents those who have been victims 
of housing discrimination

Connecticut Legal Rights Project	 $	 176,400	 $	 60,235	 $	 343,291	 $	 579,926
represents low-income people in state psychiatric 
hospitals and after discharge

Connecticut Legal Services	 $	 1,981,600	 $	 676,652	 $	3,856,390	 $	 6,514,642
provides general legal assistance in all areas of the state
except Hartford and New Haven counties

Greater Hartford Legal Aid	 $	 855,200	 $	 292,026	 $	1,664,304	 $	 2,811,530
provides general legal assistance in greater Hartford

Lawyers for Children America	 $	 23,200	 $	 7,922	 $	 45,149	 $	 76,271
provides representation to poor children in seven 
of the eight counties in Connecticut

New Haven Legal Assistance	 $	 682,800	 $	 233,157	 $	1,328,796	 $	 2,244,753
provides general legal assistance in New Haven County

Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut	 $	 66,000	 $	 22,539	 $	 128,444	 $	 216,983
provides intake for low-income people and offers  
self  help, brief service, and referrals to the  
other legal services in the state

Cy Près Technology Grant							       $	 86,188

Legal Services Funding Total	 $	 4,000,000	 $	1,365,880	 $	7,784,392	 $	13,236,460



Greater Hartford  
Legal Aid, Inc. (GHLA)

After B’s wife gave birth to 

premature triplets, B asked his 

employer for time off to care for 

the babies when they came home 

from the hospital.  The employer 

refused to allow B to take time 

off, and B was forced to leave his 

job in order to help care for his 

medically fragile infants.  Af-

ter B’s claim for unemployment 

benefits was denied, his GHLA 

attorney won benefits on appeal 

under the state’s new “quit to care 

for” law.

Lawyer’s for Children 
America, Inc. (LFCA)

When the police responded to a 

report of a street fight, they found 

5-year-old Ty caught in middle of 

a violent dispute between his par-

ents.  More disturbing, however, 

was the discovery that Ty had a 

black eye.  His mother claimed her 

uncle accidentally hit Ty, but she 

could not explain why she did not 

call the police when it happened 

or why she failed to take him to an 

emergency room.  DCF took im-

mediate temporary custody of Ty, 

and his LFCA volunteer attorney 

began working to find Ty the best 

possible placement.  

	 Fortunately, Ty’s father agreed 

to care for him while his mother 

sought drug treatment.  Due in 

large measure to the LFCA volun-

teer’s efforts, Ty is doing well in his 

father’s care, and the parents’ rela-

tionship is cordial enough to allow 

Ty regular visits with his mother. 
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Oral History of 
Connecticut 
Women in the 
Legal Profession 
Project 
Thirty-three women have 
been interviewed since the 
inception of the Oral His-
tory Project in 1999.  Karyl 
Evans, a documentarian, 
has completed 12 web-based 
videos of the interviewees of 
which 6 are on the Founda-
tion’s website, www.ctbarfdn.
org.  Additional videos will 
be produced in the future. 
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Truancy
Intervention 
Project 
The goal of the Truancy 
Intervention Project is to 
provide help to keep middle 
school-aged children in 
school through the interven-
tion of attorney volunteers 
who serve as advocates and 
role models for the children.  
The Project is funded primar-
ily through grants from the 
American Savings Founda-
tion and Newman’s Own 
Foundation with supplemen-
tal support from the Con-
necticut Bar Foundation and 

the New Haven County Bar 
Foundation.  Invaluable sup-
port to the Project has been 
provided by Connecticut 
Legal Services, New Haven 
Legal Assistance, The Chil-
dren’s Law Center, and the 
Connecticut Bar Associa-
tion.  The Project continues 
to have a strong presence 
in the New Britain School 
System while it is seeking to 
establish a toe-hold in New 
Haven.  The Truancy Inter-
vention Project of Connecti-

cut, Inc. is now incorporated 
as a non-stock corporation.  

Committee Members  
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Mentoring Program 
The program pairs seasoned 
attorneys with new lawyers 
for a one-year program dur-
ing which the new admittees 
are mentored and counseled 
on the many issues and 

James W. Cooper Fellows Activities

Front row (l-r)William  Logue; Andrea Barton Reeves; Connecticut Supreme Court 
Senior Associate Justice Christine S. Vertefeuille; Dean Brad Saxton; Runner-up 
Christopher Beadle, Stamford High School; Statewide Winner Paulina Jones-Torregrosa, 
South Windsor High School; Connecticut Supreme Court Justice Flemming L. Norcott, 
Jr.; Peter Arakas; Timothy S. Fisher.  Runner-up winner Nicholas Kuvalanka, East Lyme 
High School is not in the picture.

The 2010-2011 statewide 
high school essay contest 
topic, “Is Out of School 
Out of Bounds?” dealt 
with the issue of bullying.  
The contest generated 
participation by thirty-
eight schools.  Over 
one-hundred-twenty Fel-
lows judged the seventy-

High School Essay Contest

seven entries.  The winner 
received a $3,000 savings 
bond and the two runners-
up received $1,500 savings 
bonds for educational use.
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challenges confronting every 
lawyer during his or her first 
year in the profession.  The 
program operates in Hart-
ford, Tolland, New Haven, 
and Windham Counties.
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James W. Cooper Fellows Activities
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Limited Scope Representation Symposium
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A symposium, co-sponsored 
by the Connecticut Bar Asso-
ciation, was held October 28, 
2011.  Discussion included 
rule changes to allow lawyers 
in Connecticut to undertake 
a limited representation with 
the assurance of the right to 
withdraw following conclu-
sion of the scope of their 
agreed representation.  Often 
referred to as “unbundled 
services,” this practice is 
allowed in most states. The 
keynote speaker was M. Sue 
Talia of the law offices of M. 
Sue Talia, Danville, CA.
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Karen M. Duffy, 
	 Law Offices of Karen M. 		
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Timothy S. Fisher, 
	 President, Connecticut 		
	 Bar Foundation; 
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Keith Bradoc Gallant, 		
	 President, Connecticut Bar 	
	 Association; 
	 Day Pitney LLP 
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	 Services
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	 Administrator
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James W. Cooper Fellows Activities

In partnership with Com-
munity Partners in Action, 
the Foundation sponsors a 
program to provide short 
term financial assistance to 
newly released exonerees.  
A revolving fund has been 
created to make bridge loans 
to exonerees upon their re-
lease from prison after proof 
of innocence, pending their 
awards of compensation 
from the State.  A recep-
tion to benefit the Fund was 
held by the CBA Paralegals 
Committee.

Donors for 2011

Platinum Level Donors
McCarter & English, LLP
Robinson & Cole, LLP

Gold Level Donors
Connecticut Bar Associa-		
	 tion Paralegals Committee
Day Pitney, LLP

Silver Level Donors
John A. Berman
Dina S. and  
	 Timothy S. Fisher
Catherine A. Mohan and 		
	 Brendan J. Hallisey
John H. Motley
RisCassi & Davis, P.C.
Shipman & Goodwin LP
James C. Tillman

Contributors
Cynthia A. and 
	 Mark S. Andrews
Karen Kellerman and 
	 Peter Arakas
Vanessa Roberts Avery
Helen B. Bennet
Berchem, Moses  
	 & Devlin, P.C.
Courtney B. Bourns
Brandon Smith Reporting 
	 & Video, LLC
Raeann Bromark
Holly Brunette
Kimberly A. Caron
Hilary and Randall C. 
	 Carpenter
Cescily D. Chan
Janice J. Chiaretto
Conway, Londregan, 
	 Sheehan & Monaco, P.C.
George Coppolo
Jacqueline Dalmage
Sharron D. Dillon
Liz Drummond
Lucy G. Potter and 
	 Timothy H. Everett
Janice E. Favreau
Timothy S. Fisher
Kathleen M. Flaherty
Alison S. Goff
Mary J. Gray
Regina C. Graziani
Haymond Law Firm, PC
Bonnie L. and 
	 Dwight A. Johnson
Quintin Johnstone
The Kane Legal Group LLC
Brian P. Rice and 

	 Jason D. Kelliher
Sandy F. Klebanoff
Kenneth J. Krayeske
Stacey J. and 
	 Richard S. Levine
Pamela M. and 
	 Brian Magnano
Laura Main
John R. Mallin
Valerie and Willie Mathis
Donald A. Mitchell
Donna D. and 
	 Michael A. Morris
Elizabeth A. Mullin
Huong Nguyen
Joan and  
	 Robert P. O’Rourke
John Pelkey
Laura G. and David A. Pels
Law Offices of 
	 Sharon L. Pope, LLC
Lesley F. Quayle
Debra C. and James M. Ruel
Linda S. Ruggiero
Sarah French Russell
Deanne A. Scaringe
Ellen E. and Edmund M. See
Law Office of 
	 Robert F. Shea, Jr. LLC
Shawn Smith
Maria Diaz Sommer
Jennifer Staski
Tiffany Stevens
Joanne Lewis and 
	 David S. Stowe
Law Offices of 
	 Lynne A. Ustach
Dinora Vazquez
Julie and Ara Yapoujian

Connecticut Innocence Fund

Judicial 
Independence
Symposium
The symposium “Judicial 
Independence: A Crisis or 
Business as Usual?”, co-spon-
sored by the Connecticut 
Bar Association, took place 
on November 18, 2011 and 
explored the risks to impar-
tial courts and the means to 
protect judges from unfair 
criticism after unpopular de-
cisions.  The keynote speaker 
was Dean Martin H. Belsky 
of the University of Akron 
Law School.

Co-Chairs
William H. Clendenen, Jr.
James T. Shearin

Participants
William H. Clendenen, Jr., 		
	 Clendenen & Shea, LLC
Hon. Eric D. Coleman, 		
	 Senate Co-Chair, 
	 Judiciary Committee
Hon. Gerald M. Fox, III, 		
	 House Co-Chair, 
	 Judiciary Committee
Keith Bradoc Gallant, 		
	 President, Connecticut Bar 	
	 Association; Day Pitney LLP
Wesley W. Horton, Horton 		
	 Shields & Knox, P.C.
Commissioner Joette Katz, 		
	 Department of Children 
	 and Families
Andrew J. McDonald, Gen-
	 eral Counsel to Governor 		
	 Dannel Malloy
Hon. Alan Nevas, United 		
	 States District Court (Ret.)
Hon. Chase T. Rogers, Chief 	
	 Justice, Supreme Court
David N. Rosen, David N. 		
	 Rosen & Associates, P.C.
James T. Shearin, Pullman 
	 & Comley, LLC
Professor Jed Shugerman, 		
	 Harvard Law School
Hon. Alvin W. Thompson, 		
	 United States District Court
Hon. Peter T. Zarella, Associ-	
	 ate Justice, Supreme Court

(l-r) William 
Clendenen and  
Tim Shearin

(l-r) Andrew McDonald, Comm. Joette Katz, Rep. Gerald Fox, Sen. Eric Coleman, Hon. 
Peter Zarella, Hon. Chase Rogers, Wesley Horton

(l-r) Prof. Jed Shugerman, Hon. Alan Nevas, 
David Rosen, Hon. Alvin Thompson

Dean Martin Belsky, 
Keynote speaker



Michael Lawlor and Andrew McDonald, Legal Services 
Award recipients

Legal Aid Directors Janice Chiaretto, Steve Eppler-Epstein, Pat Kaplan, Branford Brown, Jan VanTassel, Justine Rakich-Kelly, 
Martha Stone

Denise Zamore, Dean Robert Post, Prof. Robin Golden

James Bowers, Distinguished 
Service Award recipient

Prof. Hugh Macgill, Distinguish-
ed Service Award recipient

Prof. Kate Stith, Distinguished 
Service Award recipient

Hon. Jonathan Lippman, 
Keynote speaker

Annual Reception



Connecticut Bar Foundation Contributors

Annual Reception

Event Sponsor
Webster Bank, N.A.

Sponsor
Kronholm Insurance  
	 Services

Limited Scope 
Representation 
Symposium
Co-sponsored by the  
	 Connecticut Bar  
	 Association

Event Sponsor
Connecticut Bar  
	 Association  
	 Family Law Section

Co-Sponsors
Berman, Bourns, Aaron  
	 & Dembo, LLC
Brown, Paindiris  
	 & Scott, LLP
Budlong & Barrett, LLC
Law Offices of Susan  
	 Busby, LLC
Collins, Hannafin,  
	 Garamella, Jaber  
	 & Tuozzolo, PC
Connecticut Council for 
	 Divorce Mediation
Devlin, Peters &  
	 Tarpey, LLC
Diana, Conti & Tunila, LLP
Law Offices of Kim L. Duell
Law Offices of
	 Deborah R. Eisenberg, 		
	 LLC
Lisa A. Faccadio, PC
Farrell, Guarino &  
	 Boccalatte, P.C.
Evelyn Gryk Frolich
Gould & Gillin, PC
Law Offices of  
	 Angela I. Green, LLC
Meccariello & Bornstein
Mickelson, Jacobs and 		
	 Bozek, LLC
Murphy, Laudati, Kiel, 
	 Buttler & Rattigan, LLC
Law Offices of 
	 Eliot J. Nerenberg
Rome McGuigan, P.C.
Law Offices of 
	 Sharon Wicks Dornfeld
Zaslow & Sandler, LLC

Judicial 
Independence 
Symposium
Co-sponsored by the  
	 Connecticut Bar 
	 Association

Event Sponsors
Clendenen & Shea, LLC
Pullman & Comley LLC

Foundation/
Legal Services 
Supporters
Advanced Benefit  
	 Strategies, Inc.
Barbara W. and 
	 Raymond S. Andrews, Jr.
Abigail Arms
Gail A. and  
	 Robert H. Bedoukian
Hon. Frederica S. 
	 Brenneman
Hon. Vanessa L. Bryant
Edward T. Burns
Cindy L. and 
	 Jeffrey A. Byington
Caron & Parris, LLC
CATIC Foundation, Inc.
Law Offices of 
	 Jennifer M. Celentano, 		
	 LLC
Helen M. and 
	 Robert D. Coffey
Linda  A. and  
	 Hon. Henry S. Cohn
Cooley Manion Jones LLP
Anthony M. Devito III
Mario Di Monaco
Karen J. Donnelly
Fallon Law Office, LLC
William F. Gallagher
Ann K. and 
	 Harry S. Gaucher, Jr.
Lorraine B. and 
	 Harold N. Godlin
Beth D. Griffin
Ira B. Grudberg
Elizabeth P. and 	  
	 Robert P. Hanahan
Barry C. and 
	 Lilyan F. Hawkins
James M. Hawley
Guang Wei Hu
Sharon and Leonard Jacobs
Arnold Y. Kapiloff,  
	 Attorney at Law
Kenneth B. Katz,  
	 Attorney at Law

We wish to thank our supporters, including the James W. Cooper Fellows, whose 
generous contributions make the programs of the Foundation possible:

Sandy F. Klebanoff
Robert J. Krzys, 
	 Attorney at Law
Joy A. Perry and 
	 Paul F. Landrey
Leadership in Action
Elizabeth B. and  
	 W. Harmon Leete
George Levine
Donald J. Logie, Jr.
S. John Malinowski, P.C.
Marvin, Ferro, Barndollar 
	 & Roberts, LLC
Thurma V. and 
	 Bruce I. McDaniel
McGarry, Prince, 
	 McGarry, PC
McGrath & McGrath, LLC
Maria F. McKeon
Douglas M. More
Nancy H. and Hon. 
	 John F. Mulcahy, Jr.
Ottomano & Johnson, LLC
Susan T. and  
	 Mitchell W. Pearlman
Russell F. Potter, Jr.
Benjamin A. Pushner
Karen I. and  
	 Arthur N. Redlich
Rutkin, Oldham & 
	 Griffin, LLC
Amber N. Sarno
Herbert  A. Schectman
Penelope I. Bellamy and 
	 Mark Simon
Stratton Faxon
Torrington Savings Bank
Nancy V. and 
	 William H. Trachsel
Cheever Tyler
Andrew M. Ullman
Mary R. Cahalane and  
	 David J. Weil

Memorial 
Contribution
The Estate of  
	 Catherine G. Roraback

Speziale Fund 
Contribution
Marcia J. and 
	 John A. Speziale

In-Kind  
	 Contributions
Connecticut Bar 
	 Association
Quinnipiac University 
	 School of Law

IOLTA 
LEADERSHIP
BANKS 
(as of June 2012)

The Connecticut Bar 
Foundation recognizes the 
following banks for their 
continued support of the 
IOLTA program.  During 
this time of historically low 
interest rates, these banks 
have volunteered to pay a 
net yield that is higher than 
the yield they are required 
to pay on IOLTA.  In the 
current economic climate, 
low-income people need le-
gal services more than ever.  
The Leadership Banks have 
maintained this community 
investment which helps 
legal aid lawyers provide 
legal services for low-
income households in crisis 
throughout Connecticut.  

Leadership Banks

•	 Berkshire Bank -  
	 CBT Region
•	 First Niagara Bank, N.A.

•	 Hudson Valley Bank, 	
	 N.A.
•	 Salisbury Bank &  
	 Trust Company
•	 Savings Bank of Danbury
•	 Sovereign Bank  
	 New England
•	 Start Community Bank
•	 TD Bank, N.A.
•	 Thomaston Savings 		
	 Bank
•	 Torrington Savings Bank
•	 Washington Trust  
	 Company

If you bank at a Leadership 
Bank, we thank you; if not, 
we urge you to choose a 
Leadership Bank to im-
prove access to justice in 
Connecticut.


