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Summary of District Court Data

• Absolute number of trials is down significantly 
over past 20 years:
– 1992 – 1997 the District held annual average of 

216 trials
– 1998 – 2005 the District held annual average of 

165 trials
– 2006 – 2011 the District held annual average of 89 

trials



Summary of District Court Data (cont.)

• Absolute number of pending cases is down 
significantly over past 20 years:
– 1992 – 1997 the District had an average of 4,113 

pending cases
– 1998 – 2005 the District had an average of 3,525 

pending cases
– 2006 – 2011 the District had an average of 2,765 

pending cases



Summary of District Court Data (cont.)

• Percentage of pending cases in which a trial is 
held has declined significantly over the past 20 
years:
– 1992 – 1997 trials were held in 5.2 percent of 

pending cases
– 1998 – 2005 trials were held in 4.7 percent of 

pending cases
– 2006 – 2011 trials were held in 3.2 percent of 

pending cases



Summary of District Court Data (cont.)

• In sum, trials were held in a decreasing 
percentage of the decreasing number of total 
cases pending in the District, resulting in a 
significant decrease in the total number of 
federal court trials over the past twenty years.
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